


To assist you in contacting your local Member of Parliament to advocate for retaining independent, architectural regulation, the ACA VIC/TAS Branch has developed the suggested template below. 

Dear [MP’s Name],
ABOLITION OF THE ARCHITECTS REGISTRATION BOARD OF VICTORIA 
I am a [registered architect/ practice director] based in your electorate. I write to seek your support for the retention of the independent Architects Registration Board of Victoria (ARBV) and to express serious concern regarding any proposal to abolish it and transfer its functions to a consolidated “super-licensing” body such as the Business Licensing Authority.
The ARBV is a specialist statutory regulator established under the Architects Act 1991 and is fully funded by architect registration fees. Its existence is not a budgetary burden on government; rather, it is a profession-funded safeguard for the Victorian public.
Architecture is not interchangeable with other licensed occupations. Architectural decisions shape buildings that endure for generations and directly affect public safety, health, accessibility, sustainability and consumer protection. The regulatory framework must reflect the complexity of these responsibilities, including education accreditation, registration standards, professional conduct oversight and disciplinary processes.
Absorbing the ARBV into a broad licensing authority risks unintended and far-reaching consequences, including:
· Significant amendment to the Architects Act 1991, potentially weakening long-standing public protections and disrupting education and registration pathways
· Erosion of the profession-specific Code of Conduct and enforceable standards
· Loss of specialist expertise in regulatory and disciplinary decision-making
· Disruption to Victoria’s participation in the national accreditation system for architectural education
· Risk to the accreditation status of Victorian university programs
· Damage to Victoria’s reputation as a destination for International Students and subsequent loss of both domestic and international architectural students from Victorian Universities
· A decline in graduates progressing toward registration with long-term impacts on the skilled workforce required for housing and infrastructure delivery.
· Consequent inability of future graduates to qualify for work in other states or internationally. 
Victoria has long been recognised for strong, independent professional regulation in architecture. Weakening or subsuming that framework risks undermining both public protection and the state’s standing in national and international education and practice.
I respectfully ask that you support the retention of an independent, specialist architectural regulator and oppose any measures that would abolish the ARBV or dilute its statutory role, irrespective of the Government Department or Agency it is made responsible to.
I would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss this matter further and provide any additional information that may assist.
Yours sincerely,
[Name]
[Registration Number]
[Practice Name]
[Contact Details]
